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Welcome to worship! Today we consider the familiar story of how Jesus
turned a little boy's lunch into food for thousands.  It is a miracle that
highlights the lavish grace of God.  God is the great Giver and we the
receivers of His grace.  With that fact comes responsibility---not abusing His
grace by wasting what He has given.  In our world with its throw away
mentality, we hear God's call to waste nothing of what He has given.

Prelude                    Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten         Robert A. Hobby

Welcome

Entrance Hymn                        “Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten” # 914
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© 1992 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission. Public domain

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the  X Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought,
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ,
and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins and Absolution
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us

to everlasting life. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis

Prayer of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you.
P Let us pray: Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who

trust in You, strengthen our faith and give us courage to believe that in
Your love You will rescue us from all adversities; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.  

C Amen.
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THE SCRIPTURE READINGS

First Lesson                                                                   Genesis 9:8-17
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: [9] "I now establish my
covenant with you and with your descendants after you [10] and with every
living creature that was with you--the birds, the livestock and all the wild
animals, all those that came out of the ark with you--every living creature
on earth. [11] I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be
cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy
the earth."  [12] And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant I am making
between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all
generations to come: [13] I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be
the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. [14] Whenever I bring
clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, [15] I will
remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of
every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. [16]
Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on
the earth." [17] So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant I have
established between me and all life on the earth." 

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
 
The Psalmody                                                                 Psalm 136:1–9 

Give thanks to the LORD, for 1 | he is good,*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever.

Give thanks to the 2 | God of gods,*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever.

Give thanks to the 3 | Lord of lords,*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever;

to him who alone does great 4 | wonders,*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever;

to him who by understanding made the 5 | heavens,*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever;

to him who spread out the earth above the 6 | waters,*
5

for his steadfast love endures for- | ever;

to him who made the 7 | great lights,*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever;

the sun to rule o- 8 | ver the day,*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever;

the moon and stars to rule o- 9 | ver the night,*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever;
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Second Lesson                                                        Ephesians 3:14-21 
For this reason I kneel before the Father, [15] from whom his whole family
in heaven and on earth derives its name. [16] I pray that out of his glorious
riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner
being, [17] so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray
that you, being rooted and established in love, [18] may have power,
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep
is the love of Christ, [19] and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
[20] Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, [21] to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever
and ever! Amen. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia
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P The Holy Gospel according to St....
C   Glory to You, O Lord.

Holy Gospel                                                                      John 6:1-15
Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee
(that is, the Sea of Tiberias), [2] and a great crowd of people followed him
because they saw the signs he had performed by healing the sick. [3] Then
Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. [4] The
Jewish Passover Festival was near. [5] When Jesus looked up and saw a
great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy
bread for these people to eat?” [6] He asked this only to test him, for he
already had in mind what he was going to do. [7] Philip answered him, “It
would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one
to have a bite!” [8] Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother,
spoke up, [9] “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish,
but how far will they go among so many?” [10] Jesus said, “Have the people
sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about
five thousand men were there). [11] Jesus then took the loaves, gave
thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted.
He did the same with the fish. [12] When they had all had enough to eat, he
said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be
wasted.” [13] So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the
pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. [14] After
the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is
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the Prophet who is to come into the world.” [15] Jesus, knowing that they
intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a
mountain by himself.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

(Welcome Books Distributed)

The Children’s Lesson

Hymn of the Day                                “How Firm a Foundation” # 728 

5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
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And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”

Public domain

Sermon     Vicar Stephen Wareham

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of his
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father by whom all
things were made; who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. The third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets And we believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic Church, we acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and we look for the resurrection of the dead and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

The Offering (Whether you give your tithes and offerings in-person or
electronically, it is during this Act of Worship when we are mindful of
everything that God gives to us.)

Offering Music                  How Firm a Foundation           Robert A. Hobby
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Order of Holy Communion
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C   We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary ... Therefore with angels and

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him, should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve,
who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their
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children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised
salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made
His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

 
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through
Jesus Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and
drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness,
life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
The Lord’s Prayer

X The Words of Institution

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Agnus Dei

The Distribution
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Communion Hymn          “ I Leave All Things to God's Direction” # 719

Public domain

Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Prayer
P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.

 X Farewell and Godspeed to Vicar Stephen Wareham

The Benediction and Benedicamus
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon

you and be gracious to you; The Lord look upon you with favor, and give
you peace.

C Amen.
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Dismissal Hymn                         “God of Grace and God of Glory” # 850

Public domain

Greetings and Announcements

Postlude                   God of Grace and God of Glory                    Paul Manz 
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